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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR Y. MUBARAKAI (Jandakot — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.47 pm]: Good afternoon, Madam Speaker! 
I take a moment to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we meet today. I acknowledge the 
Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation and pay my respects to their elders past, present and emerging. 
Madam Speaker, I would also like to acknowledge your elevation to the position of Speaker and how glad I am to 
see that. Your service to the state of Western Australia has been inspirational and many of us in this chamber are 
glad to see that you have been recognised by this place. 
It is an absolute privilege to be re-elected to the McGowan government and to represent the electorate of Jandakot. 
I would firstly like to welcome the new members; I look forward to working with you all. 
The year 2020 was a difficult year for many constituents in my electorate of Jandakot, so it is with much gratitude 
that I acknowledge the hard work and cooperation of everyone in my electorate for participating in a unique 
COVID-19 election, and I graciously thank them for re-electing me. During my campaign, I had thousands of 
conversations via doorknocking, phone banking and community events. I often felt a great warmth and appreciation 
from my community for the work of the McGowan government in combating the pandemic. The win in Jandakot 
marks two large swings in the electorate, and I feel a huge sense of determination to serve well the people of 
Jandakot, who have overwhelmingly put their faith in me to represent them in this chamber.  
I would like to thank all the volunteers from my campaign who worked hard and tirelessly to see me elected here 
once more. 
I would like to address some points from the Governor’s address to the Parliament. Governor Beazley spoke 
eloquently about the responsibility we have as parliamentarians to uphold the dignity and process of the chamber 
to ensure that democracy itself functions well. He asked that we, as politicians, always seek to appeal to “the better 
angels of our nature” in enhancing this great state and polity. The Governor spoke of the McGowan Labor 
government’s agenda for the forty-first Parliament of Western Australia. I will address that here today for members 
of the Assembly. Governor Beazley said that a great deal of the government’s time will go towards management 
of COVID-19 and prioritising the legislative tools required to respond to the pandemic, with which I agree 
wholeheartedly. The devastating scenes we have seen in India recently and the heartbreak of our own Indian 
diaspora here in Western Australia has highlighted the importance of our state’s COVID measures and the capable 
management of the pandemic by the McGowan government. 
The Governor spoke of the government’s focus on jobs, stating — 

The prosperity and stability of this state has always been anchored by the creation and availability of 
quality, stable employment. 

I echo that sentiment. The WA government’s Plan for Jobs is based on improving on current strengths in sectors 
such as mining and making sure that our workforce is trained in the skills that are needed for the jobs out there 
now and to be created. An election commitment of $95 million was announced to enhance vocational education 
and training career support, including the introduction of VET taster programs for year 9 students and a targeted 
trial placing qualified career practitioners in 70 government schools. 
In my first term of office, I was proud to present an award for Trade Teacher of the Year to Tyson Alder from the 
College of Electrical Training in Jandakot. Mr Alder had developed some innovative methods that allowed 
apprenticeship students to continue their learning from home during the worst of the COVID pandemic. Passionate 
teachers are our state’s greatest assets. 
I am particularly excited by the investment that the government will be making in diversifying our economy with 
new manufacturing and fabrication jobs. This can be supported through government and industry working together, 
as well as support for a just transition for workers to green jobs of the future, which is something my good friend 
Steve McCartney of the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union has been a strong advocate for. My electorate 
takes in three key industrial zones, in Cannington, Jandakot and Forrestdale. I will continue to work with our 
amazing industries in Jandakot to see them thrive. The McGowan government has announced it will reintroduce 
a new industrial relations amendment bill in addition to finalising the Work, Health and Safety Act 2020 reforms, 
because all workers deserve to come home safely to their families. 
Governor Beazley noted the enormous investment in infrastructure underway and in the pipeline for our great state. 
Infrastructure like the Thornlie–Cockburn Link that is being built in my electorate as part of the Metronet project 
will soon deliver a huge benefit to commuters in the South East Metropolitan Region. A priority for this government 
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will be making sure that hardworking tradies and subcontractors are not being ripped off by dodgy operators in 
the building and construction industry through security of payment laws. 
As always with a Labor government, we will be committed to improving health services for everyday 
Western Australians. Our election commitments included 500 additional beds for our health system, a new women’s 
and babies’ hospital and the reintroduction of the Health Services Amendment Bill. 
We have also announced a $355 million plan to upgrade science, technology, engineering and mathematics facilities 
in WA schools, with $1.5 million of those funds going to Leeming Senior High School in my electorate. 
The McGowan government is also committed to the environment, with the plan for our parks to increase the amount 
of land under conservation. This is a government that delivers on its promises. We announced that we would introduce 
legislation to protect the Beeliar wetlands from the flawed Perth Freight Link. Yesterday, I was proud to stand with 
Minister Saffioti and my south metro colleagues as the Metropolitan Region Scheme (Beeliar Wetlands) Bill 2021 
was announced to protect this sensitive wetland system well into the future. 
Along with the Governor, I look forward with interest to reforms to our electoral system, in housing and on the issue 
of domestic violence. I was elected to the fortieth Parliament as a surprise package—an unusual and unexpected 
guest to this place. I never thought I would have the fortune to be a one-term member, let alone be privileged to 
be chosen to serve my community in the McGowan Labor government for a second term. It is a feeling like no 
other to have the role of representing my community again. To those who reminded me and my colleagues in this 
place over and again that we were not welcome, you were only helping us to get out there and work even harder 
for our communities. For that, I say thank you. 
To my colleagues who have been re-elected, I am excited and overjoyed to know that you are stuck with me for 
the next four years. To my colleagues who have served their time with distinction and are now taking some quality 
time in retirement after their worthy service to their electorates, my best wishes to you all and your families—from 
Watto to Micko, Aunty Josie to Janine, Mike to Johnno and Benjamin, my mentors, my mates and my family. And 
to Francis “Fran” Logan, I shall miss your presence the most. 
To our newly elected members, I am mighty impressed with your efforts and journey to this place. I cannot wait 
to work with you all under the leadership of our Premier, Mark McGowan. We have not stopped talking about all 
the 19 new members who made their inaugural speeches last week. I want to share my personal thoughts and 
highlights from your individual contributions, beginning with the inaugural address of our new Speaker. The Speaker, 
Hon Michelle Roberts, is the first woman to hold the office of Speaker. In her speech, she mentioned Edith Cowan 
and the 100th anniversary of her being the first woman to be elected to any Parliament in the nation of Australia. 
Speaker Roberts mentioned that Edith Cowan was heckled all the way through her inaugural address. I was glad to 
see that no-one from the house decided to heckle our members as they gave their speeches during the Address-in-Reply, 
apart from Madam Speaker herself, who heckled the member for Mandurah! 
As I mentioned earlier, I would like to individually recognise each new member’s inaugural speech. I feel it is 
important to describe the mixed and talented pool of individuals who have come to this place and will make 
a contribution in the forty-first Parliament. Lara Dalton is the first woman member for Geraldton in its 131-year 
history. Lara talked about the resilience of the people of her electorate while dealing with cyclone Seroja. I witnessed 
Lara as a candidate in the 2017 election. She pretty much showed her resilience and experience from that result by 
coming back into this place. She also mentioned that from 1921 until today—100 years—only 93 women have been 
elected to this Parliament, starting with the election of Edith Cowan. That is something to be considered. Today, with 
30 new women sworn into the Legislative Assembly, that number has risen to 106, and it will rise again to 114 when 
the new Legislative Council members are sworn in.  

Ms Caitlin Collins is the new member for Hillarys. Caitlin’s story is an inspiration for us all. Many people share 
similar family stories involving the journey by migrants to Western Australia for a new beginning. She talked 
about her experience and knowledge as a teacher and about the diverse professional backgrounds of other members 
of this house. She indicated her interest in education and how education can change the lives of people in countries 
where education is not of the same quality that we have here in Western Australia. Caitlin is also the 100th woman 
to be elected to the WA Parliament—an amazing milestone! Caitlin’s task is to make sure that the next 100 women 
are elected in record time. I was inspired to read a quote that Caitlin read in her inaugural speech. It is by 
William Butler Yeats and states — 

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. 

Stuart Aubrey, member for Scarborough, is the youngest member of this house, and so we nicknamed him “Pup”. 
He is eager to share his experiences as a tradesperson. I believe he is the only tradesperson left in Parliament after 
the retirement of Mick Murray and Fran Logan. He is a sparky, a fly-in fly-out worker and a surf lifesaver at heart. 
Stuart is passionate about the Scarborough beaches and the beach life that he represents and that represents 
Western Australia. One of the main reasons for me coming to Western Australia as an international student was the 
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attraction of the Western Australian beaches. The one piece of advice that allowed Stuart to get through his campaign 
with resilience and strength was from the Premier, who said, “Leave no stone unturned”. That is a good piece of 
advice for all members of this house. In his inaugural speech, Stuart read a quote from Albert Pine that has guided 
him through the years, which is — 

What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains and is immortal. 

Hannah Beazley is the first female member for Victoria Park. She has the amazing family history of having 
three generations of Beazleys represent the people of Victoria Park and serve in both state and federal governments. 
I also want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the former Treasurer, Ben Wyatt, who has retired. Hannah has 
some big shoes to fill. Hannah’s values are about equality, diversity and inclusivity. As she stated in her inaugural 
speech, at the election, 11 seats changed from being represented by men to being represented by women, and 
all those seats are now held by Labor women. Furthermore, six of those seats are represented by women for the 
first time—I guess we have them in spades! What appeals most to me about Hannah’s thinking—and I agree with 
her on this—is that Western Australia should be the factory as well as the mining engine of the nation; it should 
invest more in manufacturing capabilities; and our nation and WA are stronger and safer when our defence is 
manufactured here. Hannah is equally passionate about the quality of health care—listening to her personal story, 
I fully understand why—and education, and support for small businesses. Hannah also mentioned that politics 
is a family sport.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my family, who have played a very important part in helping me to 
continue doing what I do today. 

Katrina Stratton is the first Labor member for Nedlands and only the second woman to hold the seat since its inception 
in 1930. It is a remarkable achievement. Her strong intention to work alongside the community of Nedlands and show 
them what it means to have an active, engaged and inclusive Labor local member is a good example for all new 
members of Parliament. Katrina’s background in social work, justice and fairness has seen her raise important 
issues such as grandparents raising grandchildren. Her inaugural speech had a very strong focus on policy, and I am 
certain that she will make some brilliant contributions to Parliament. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr Y. MUBARAKAI: I, too, would like to join Katrina in passing on a message of thanks from the over 65s to 
the Premier for his handling of COVID-19, and to the Premier and Deputy Premier; Minister for Health for keeping 
WA safe and strong. 

Lisa Munday, member for Dawesville, had a smashing outcome. Lisa is the first female from the Labor Party and 
the first Labor member to hold the seat of Dawesville since its inception 27 years ago. Lisa’s vast background in 
psychology, with a personal focus on the politics of psychology and character strengths, will value-add to her 
contribution of ensuring trust and fairness in her electorate. Lisa’s advice about not being about smarts or talent, 
but being consistent and disciplined and being okay with failure is inspirational to those who are listening. 

Ms Divina D’Anna, member for Kimberley, is a proud Yawuru woman from Broome. Her family is bigger and way 
more important to her than anything else on earth. This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. Since that royal commission, more than 475 Aboriginal people have died in 
custody. Between 2008 and 2019, Western Australia recorded the highest number of Indigenous deaths in custody 
of any state or territory in Australia. That number is currently sitting at 51, which is not good enough. 
Jodie Hanns, member for Collie–Preston, has some big shoes to fill after the marvellous Mick Murray, who has 
been involved in the grassroots of Collie–Preston for a long time. I wish Jodie all the best in her involvement with 
that electorate. 
Ms Christine Tonkin, member for Churchlands, is the first Labor woman to hold the seat of Churchlands. She has 
an impressive background as an international expert in public procurement, management and reform. Christine’s 
contributions to reform of that sector will be valuable. In her inaugural speech, Christine stated — 

… we work better together when we embrace diversity. Different sections of the community have different 
insights, aspirations, challenges and resources. 

Geoff Baker is the first Labor member for South Perth. In his inaugural speech, Geoff talked about his experiences 
during the election campaign. Many people had chased him down the street or through supermarkets to let him 
know that the McGowan Labor government was doing a fantastic job during the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many 
of us, Geoff’s political values were developed by an inspirational teacher and mentor.  
Ms Meredith Hammat is the member for Mirrabooka. It was moving to hear the story of the electorate of Mirrabooka, 
which is named for the southern cross, and the story of the wise man of Mirrabooka who loved and watched over 
his tribe. The member for Mirrabooka and I share very diverse electorates and I look forward to working with her 
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in the forty-first Parliament. She comes from a strong union background and stands up for Western Australian 
workplaces to be fair, equitable and safe. She has fought for a fair go for everyday working people, and that is 
commendable. I wholeheartedly agree that well-paid jobs are an important way in which we can build a society in 
which nobody is left behind. 
Mr David Scaife is the member for Cockburn. I heard about this young kid, a bright spark who was going to 
futureproof WA Labor’s next generation of leaders. It was my mentor, Hon Fran Logan, who first broke the news 
of his retirement to me and that David would replace him. David has strong Labor Party values. He has been brave 
enough to express his stories and his courageous passion about mental health and its importance in our society 
today. His background as a lawyer and a voice and warrior for workers is commendable. 
Mr Hugh Jones is the member for Darling Range. I talk about Hugh in a way as a friend, because I have known 
him for quite some time, since we were involved in a few campaigns before his time here in Parliament. He has 
also been a councillor for the City of Armadale, and we thank him for his service in the Navy, where he has served 
our country for the past 30 years. The values of discipline, teamwork and technical skills will take Hugh a long 
way in this place and we wish him all the very best in his term. 
Dr Jags Krishnan, the member for Riverton, is a close friend. He migrated from the state of Tamil Nadu in India. 
I have to say that the one part of Dr Jags’ story that raised the hair on the back of my neck was the news of how 
he missed the United Kingdom bombing by a few minutes. He told us how he tried to upset the great Terry Healy 
in his doorknocking numbers. I guess those are quite impressive stories to share, but most impressive of all is the 
story of his father giving him the right advice and telling him, “The people of Riverton have now accepted you as 
their son. Do to them as you would do to me.” Those are valuable words. 
Ms Ali Kent is the member for Kalgoorlie. It has been 20 years since Labor last held the seat of Kalgoorlie. She is 
the 101st woman to be elected to this Parliament. She has strong family values and brings us another story of 
migration, this time as part of a family from the United Kingdom that chose Western Australia for better pastures. 
She spoke of her deep love for Kalgoorlie and the goldfields region. She has done great work in serving her 
community in the space of mental health, and she shared stories about suicide prevention. The story of Sharon’s 
devastating loss of her 19-year-old son Bryce was heart-wrenching. 
I met Mr Paul Lilburne, the member for Carine, at the 2017 election and I am glad to have him join us in this house. 
Paul comes from an old Western Australian settler family—his oldest descendant was once the Government Resident 
of Albany. His passion as a teacher, the roles he has held and his involvement with the State School Teachers’ 
Union of Western Australia since leaving university will stand him in good stead to improve education within his 
community. The member for Carine is also a black belt in jujitsu. I wish I had known that before because I could 
have used him in my campaign launch as a crowd controller, especially when the Premier was around with his 
rock star appeal! 
Ms Rebecca Stephens is the member for Albany. I would like to take this opportunity to wish “Watto”, Dianne 
and Harry all the best in their retirement. As Rebecca stated, he is indeed a very loved person in his community. 
She fully understands that, as she is local to Albany herself and has deep grassroots in her connections with Albany, 
not only as a small business person, but also in serving the community as a councillor for the City of Albany. 
Ms Kim Giddens is Madam Acting Speaker. It was an exciting moment to have shared election night with her and 
watch the results come through of her emphatic win for the seat of Bateman. I guess what was inspiring for me to 
take away from her contribution was that she is larger than life, she is young, wild and free, and she has a passion 
for social justice and wrestling crocodiles in Arnhem Land! I guess her passion to end violence against women and 
children remains to be addressed in this state. 
Ms Jane Kelsbie, the member for Warren–Blackwood, is the first female elected to the seat of Warren–Blackwood, 
and also the person entrusted to bring this seat back to Labor after 32 years. I am glad she graciously thanked 
Hon Terry Redman for representing the area and the region, and I, too, would like to wish him and his wife, Marie, 
all the very best in the years to come. Jane has a passion to inspire our youth and to see our young people’s confidence 
grow and self-esteem blossom as they start to believe they are worthy of the opportunities that come their way, 
and to see them proactively take up these opportunities. That is a lesson for us all to share. 

On that note, Madam Acting Speaker, I would like to say that I greatly appreciate the opportunity to give my 
contribution to the Address-in-Reply to the Governor’s speech. 

MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [3.15 pm]: Before I add my contribution, I, too, would like to extend my 
congratulations to members elected and re-elected on both sides of the house. 

This morning the member for Burns Beach reminded me of the continuing contribution that the former member 
for Churchlands would make, particularly when he felt that we were vulnerable. I remember the by-election for 
Darling Range. Because of what he regarded as being a significant swing to the Liberal Party at the election, he 
would point around the chamber. When the member for Burns Beach this morning made mention of some of the 
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members who were in his crosshair, so to speak, he failed to mention me, but every time I got to my feet, I seemed 
to excite him a little. I want to send my commiserations to the former member for Churchlands. 

Ms J.J. Shaw: What? 

Mr M. HUGHES: I do. We have to be generous. He is one of a number of people who failed in their attempt to 
be re-elected to this place. However, history pops up points of irony. It is very ironic that the newly elected member 
for Churchlands now sits in the seat that I used to occupy as the member for Kalamunda. I think there is a slight 
irony in that, do you not? 

Ms J.J. Shaw: There is poetry in it. 

Mr M. HUGHES: Yes, I think so, but I do not want to be too smug about it. I am truly thankful to the electorate 
of Kalamunda for placing faith in WA Labor again, supporting WA Labor’s continuing promise to keep WA safe 
and strong, and re-electing me as their member of the Legislative Assembly as part of the McGowan team. 

Madam Acting Speaker, you may be aware that through its various iterations from 1974 to 1989 and from its 
re-establishment in 2008, the electorate of Kalamunda did not return a Labor member of the Legislative Assembly 
until 2017. I was that person. I like to think, actually, that given that was a blue-ribbon Liberal seat, I actually set 
something of a trend, seeing a significant shift away from blue-ribbon seats to the Labor Party. 

Mr P. Papalia: I see where you’re going with this! 

Mr M. HUGHES: I thought I set a trend. I know that the Premier’s capacity to keep us safe and strong had 
something to do with it; nevertheless, it was gratifying that in 2021, I was elected on 51.27 per cent of first preferences 
and a resulting two-party preferred vote of 61.78 per cent. Over the last two elections, we have improved our 
primary vote by 39.53 per cent. I think that is significant for what was formerly a Liberal seat. I know it is not as 
remarkable, perhaps, as the achievement of the member for Southern River, but I think I am up there, championing 
the Labor cause in what we previously regarded as Liberal heartland. 

The records show that we have to go back 25 years, to 1996, to discover when the seat was last won on first preferences, 
and that was by my immediate predecessor, with a similar two-party preferred vote. I think the 2021 result in the 
electoral district of Kalamunda was truly a once-in-a-generation outcome. I do not want to overshadow the enormity 
of the total party’s success at the last election, but I think I deserve a little pat on the back, too. I hope my colleagues 
on this side of the house agree at least. 

I know that being elected for the second time is due to the absolute determination of local members and supporters 
of the WA Labor Party. I am particularly appreciative of the commitment and work of the grassroots members of 
the Zig Zag branch, who, over decades, have remained steadfast and determined to represent Labor values in our 
community, providing the base on which we established the 2017 and 2021 campaigns. It was the hard work of those 
branch members over time, working in what was regarded as a blue-ribbon Liberal seat, in combination with the 
efforts of many other supporters, including previous supporters of the Liberal Party and other volunteers who came 
to the fore during the two election campaigns, that resulted in my election to the Legislative Assembly for a second 
time. I pledge that I will work hard to repay the efforts that they put in. They are the unsung heroes of our party. 

I know that many traditional Liberal voters decided to support WA Labor in Kalamunda at the 2017 election, and 
it is gratifying that they have continued to place their trust in me. Of course, the Liberal Party had a significant 
reduction in its first preference vote as a result of that trust. Why did people support Labor at the 2017 election? It 
was because they were tired of being taken for granted by their member of Parliament, the lack of action in tackling 
a range of issues in the electorate, and what they saw as the Liberal–National government’s gross mismanagement 
of the state’s finances. It is interesting that the senior members of the opposition alliance are currently represented 
by one member on the opposition bench—down from six to one. 
People in Kalamunda needed a change. We promised them a fresh start, and that is what they got. The Liberal–National 
government was viewed as increasingly out of touch with, and disconnected from, the needs and concerns of the 
community. Members opposite failed to understand and learn that lesson of the fortieth Parliament, and the results 
are all too plain to see today. They failed to adjust to being in opposition. They failed to read the mood of the people. 
Members opposite did not make use of the opportunity opposition provides to develop a coherent narrative based 
on sound policy development. They were lazy and confused, and unfit to be seen as an alternative government. 
Sadly, it would seem that although the Liberal Party was annihilated and reduced to two members in the Assembly, 
taking on the role of the junior member of a mere six-member enfeebled Liberal Party–Nationals WA alliance, it 
has failed to understand that members have to work hard in opposition to justify a return to the Treasury bench. 
From the contributions made by members opposite to the Address-In-Reply and their tactics of the last couple of 
weeks, it appears they remain in denial about the reasons for their comprehensive defeat at the 2021 election, and 
are even more ineffectual as a result. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: You’re a hard man. 
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Mr M. HUGHES: The member does not agree. The opposition needs to learn from its mistakes. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: I don’t think I can work much harder, put it that way. 
Mr M. HUGHES: Labor values the role that government plays working with people to create a better future for 
ourselves, our children, their children and future generations. Keeping WA safe and strong during the COVID 
pandemic indicated to the people of Western Australia that they should put their faith in the Labor Party and a Labor 
government. In its first term, the McGowan government did not squander the trust placed in it at the 2017 election. 
The result of the 2021 election shows that the people of Western Australia understand the need to have a competent 
and strong government in place, and that is why we are here in such strong numbers. 
During the first term of the McGowan Labor government, I was pleased to be able to promote a number of 
important issues, not least of which were aged care and palliative care. Within nine months of coming to office, 
the McGowan Labor government established an inter-agency aged care availability working group, in pursuit of its 
election commitments in this area. I am pleased to have called for the establishment of the working group and to 
have served as an ex officio member. The working group reported in October 2019, identifying a number of 
proposed responses to the barriers impacting on residential aged-care development. The ensuing Western Australian 
Planning Commission Position statement: Residential accommodation for ageing persons, gazetted in December 2020, 
provides guidance to all local governments on the consistent treatment of persons in residential aged care within 
statutory and strategic planning processes, which provides developers with greater certainty. It states, in part — 

This position statement outlines the Western Australian Planning Commission’s … requirements to 
support the provision of residential accommodation for ageing persons within Western Australia’s local 
government planning framework. 
It seeks to remove planning process barriers and encourage the provision of an appropriate supply and 
diversity of options for residential accommodation by establishing consistent, simplified and streamlined 
approval pathways … 

The position statement complements existing government policies and services for older Western Australians, and 
I am pleased to have played a part in ensuring that it came into being. 
The suitability of land for residential aged-care development has been incorporated into the Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage’s assessment process in determining the future use of surplus government land. This systematic 
consideration will now ensure government is able to identify and make suitably located land available for residential 
aged-care development. The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage has also raised the prospect of examining 
aged-care facilities situated on conditional tenure land, with the prospect of considering proposals for unconditional 
tenure to be granted, when it can be demonstrated that this would increase organisational capacity and directly 
lead to increased residential aged-care provision in the state. 
I am strongly of the view that the state government should engage directly with the commonwealth government to 
develop the means to ensure better coordination and delivery of aged care in response to Western Australia’s changing 
demographics and in light of the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety’s recommendations, which 
are necessary to repair what is clearly a broken system. 
I refer to the availability of aged care in the electoral district of Kalamunda and the adjacent district of Forrestfield. 
During the last four years, we have seen the construction of the long-awaited Hall and Prior Aged Care Group 
residential aged-care facility at Karingal Green; the gazettal in August 2017 of lot 500 Gavour Road, Wattle Grove, 
for an integrated retirement and aged-care facility—previously rejected by Hon John Day when planning minister; 
the allocation in 2018 of crown land adjacent to Sunshine Park, Lesmurdie, for an expansion of the existing facility; 
the expansion of Valencia Aged Care Home to provide an additional 80 beds; and, recently, the repurposing of 
Heidelberg Park on Pomeroy Road, Lesmurdie, for aged care. This rezoning process has been fast-tracked with 
statutory planning requirements, and the process will be completed within 12 months. I am advised by the department 
that the land is scheduled to be offered to the market imminently. 
I am particularly pleased that as part of the COVID-19 recovery plan, $9.5 million has been allocated for the 
enhancement of palliative care facilities at Kalamunda Hospital. The intention is that the hospital will be developed 
as a centre of excellence for the delivery of palliative care in the East Metropolitan Region. I think it is fair to 
claim that more has been achieved in the last four years than was achieved in the previous 23 years in removing 
constraints on the provision of residential aged-care facilities and in the identification and provision of suitable 
land, with a resulting increase in the number of aged-care beds available in the district. 
The schools in my electorate were neglected under the previous government, but a significant contribution has 
been made to improving facilities for schools in the electorate of Kalamunda since the McGowan Labor government 
was elected. I will not go through all the funding that has been made available, but as part of the maintenance blitz 
across the state, $3.938 million was spent on providing much-needed maintenance in schools in the electorate of 
Kalamunda, including the school at Pickering Brook, which used to be in the electorate of Darling Range until the 
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boundaries were redrawn for the most recent election. A further $535 000 has gone to minor improvements in the 
schools across the district. We spent $1.5 million on an administration upgrade to Kalamunda Primary School and 
$1.1 million on an administration upgrade to Falls Road Primary School. As part of the COVID recovery plan, we 
committed $15.2 million to completely rebuild Lesmurdie Primary School on its existing site. The school has required 
that action to be taken for at least the last 20 years. An amount of $18.3 million has been provided for what I hope 
is the first stage of the upgrade of Kalamunda Senior High School. An amount of $2 million has been provided to 
Lesmurdie Senior High School and $1.7 million to Kalamunda Senior High School for STEM upgrades. An amount of 
$730 000 has gone to Gooseberry Hill Primary School to upgrade existing classrooms and improve air conditioning. 
In the area of community infrastructure, we have expended $5.5 million on the completion of the community 
learning centre at Jorgensen Park in Kalamunda. As part of the COVID recovery plan, $5 million went towards 
the first stage of the upgrade of Ray Owen Reserve. We provided $2.02 million for the upgrade of trails at Goat Farm 
Mountain Bike Park and the Kalamunda Circuit. We have also made an election commitment of $8.4 million towards 
funding an enhancement of visitor facilities at John Forrest National Park. Members present might not be aware 
that John Forrest National Park is WA’s first national park and the second-oldest national park in Australia. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr M. HUGHES: We made a number of pre-election commitments totalling close to $1 million to fund a range 
of small projects across the electorate. Funding will be provided to Walliston Scout Group; Darlington History 
Group; Mahogany Creek Hall; Break the Boundary; Kalamunda Lapidary Club; Kalamunda Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service; Darling Range Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade; Kalamunda Bush Fire Brigade; Kalamunda Men’s 
Shed; Kalamunda Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade; Kalamunda RSL; Mundaring Cemetery; the Victoria Road 
children’s playground in Hovea; Burkinshaw Park in Glen Forrest; Norris Park in Stoneville; the Kalamunda Club; 
Kalamunda Tennis Club; Lesmurdie Tennis Club; Kalamunda District Bridge Club; and Kalamunda Community 
Radio station. 
We have also made an election commitment of $1.6 million over the next four years to the Perth Observatory in 
Bickley to provide assistance for its recurrent operations and STEM projects. This is in addition to the close to 
$1 million provided in the first term of the McGowan government by Lotterywest for a number of education 
initiatives and conservation projects at the observatory. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: What was the amount for the election commitment? 
Mr M. HUGHES: The election commitment was $1.6 million over four years, not in one hit. It is interesting that 
when the opposition got wind of that before we made the official announcement—there was a bit of a leakage from 
the announcement that we made to the club—my Liberal opponent came out and pledged $2 million. I am not sure 
where they got that figure from. I worked for four years with the Perth Observatory to try to get security of funding 
for both recurrent purposes and some of its projects. Interesting—tell the honourable member for Cottesloe 
about that. 
I have 11 minutes left. I am going through some of the achievements that we have made in broad policy since I have 
been the member for Kalamunda. For aged care, we have done as much as we can as we do not have the kind of 
levers that the commonwealth government has, as the delivery of aged care lays in its jurisdiction. We have certainly 
improved processes and done what we can to try to make land that is—it is not quite within the gift of government—
owned by government available for aged-care purposes. 
In the area of public transport and road and community safety, the $86 million upgrade separation of Kalamunda Road 
and Roe Highway is nearing completion. We have completed the upgrade of Great Eastern Highway from 
Bilgoman Road to Mundaring township. Following that, we instituted a road safety audit in May 2020 to make 
sure that the newly upgraded road was, effectively, fit for purpose. We started some additional works to improve 
sightlines at several intersections by clearing vegetation, relocating and modifying road safety barriers, relocating 
some streetlighting and applying some line marking. These works are expected to be completed in July 2021. 
We have installed light-controlled pedestrian crossings at Great Eastern Highway in Mundaring Village, near the 
shopping precinct. We have improved the light-controlled crossing, including the timing of light changes, at the 
intersection of Great Eastern Highway and Stoneville Road to improve safety for the disabled. With the agreement 
of Main Roads Western Australia, we will install a light-controlled pedestrian crossing on Canning Road in 
Kalamunda. The City of Kalamunda will have to meet the costs of that. 

We have improved the services for the 307 and 322 bus routes to facilitate students travelling to and from school, 
obviating the need for them to travel via Midland to access services in Kalamunda and Lesmurdie. We obtained 
the special event bus service that travels from Kalamunda bus station to Optus Stadium and return. 

The state has committed to allocating $10 million to match the federal government’s funding commitment to 
develop the EastLink WA freight route, formerly known as the Orange Route. That is intended to remove heavy 
vehicle travel from Greenmount Hill. 
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An amount of $1.1 million has been committed to upgrading the lighting and pavement markings on Canning Road, 
between Welshpool Road and Glenisla Road; and $740 000 has been committed for the installation of  
a much-needed roundabout at the intersection of Railway Road and Elizabeth Street in Kalamunda.  

In land use planning and areas like that, I worked to reverse the decision of the previous Liberal–National government 
to rezone Wilkins Road reserve for urban development. We ensured the retention of land on Schmitt Road for the 
alignment of the Railway Reserves Heritage Trail, which was against a decision to subdivide it for residential 
purposes. I worked closely with Save Perth Hills to demonstrate to the Western Australian Planning Commission 
the flaws in the North Stoneville structure plan, SP34, which led to its refusal by the Western Australian Planning 
Commission. I chaired the Pickering Brook and surrounds sustainability and tourism strategy government working 
group that made specific recommendations for the modest but meaningful and sustainable expansion of the 
Pickering Brook town site, much sought after for at least three decades. As chair of that same working group, I am 
in the process of delivering a report and recommendations to government regarding strategies to preserve identified 
high-priority agricultural land in the district and to enhance business activity in the district linked to agritourism 
and ecotourism. 

Issues that are raised with me in conversation across communities in my electorate are as varied as they are particular, 
but time does not permit me to speak to each of them in detail. However, there is much to keep me busy over the next 
four years. I will continue to focus on ensuring that school facilities keep pace with demand and the expectations 
of the education of students in the twenty-first century. There is a particular necessity, I think, to ensure that the 
accommodation provided for children in the early childhood phase of learning in schools is up to par. As we have 
lowered the age of formal schooling to embrace kindergarten, it is the case that established schools have had to 
adapt existing facilities or make use of demountable classrooms for this purpose, often with results that are below 
par. Glen Forrest Primary School is a case in point. That school, I believe, would benefit from a major upgrade of 
its facilities, particularly with the construction of a purpose-built early-years learning centre. It remains for me to 
prosecute that argument. Kalamunda Senior High School requires the continued phased redevelopment of the campus 
in accordance with its new master plan to include consolidation of its performing arts and manual arts facilities. 
In conjunction with the member for Swan Hills, I hope to prosecute the case for a comprehensive review of the 
facilities assessment that has been undertaken for Eastern Hills Senior High School. I think that school probably needs 
a bit of a look at, too. 

There are a number of other initiatives that have been brought to my attention, some of which are major projects 
that will bear examination. The Minister for Culture and the Arts has left the chamber, but I think there is an argument 
to be mounted for the development of a new arts and culture centre in Mundaring. 

Ms J.J. Shaw: The parliamentary secretary is still here. 

Mr M. HUGHES: So she is; I apologise. The parliamentary secretary might deal with that. 

We need to source, whether from our government or the commonwealth government, funding for the remaining 
stages of the redevelopment of Ray Owen Reserve. I am keen for the government to undertake an examination of 
the feasibility of the restoration of the Alan Fernie Pavilion in Pickering Brook. I think there is justification for 
funding the upgrade of the Pickering Brook Bowling Club greens. There is an argument for the establishment of 
an Indigenous culture and learning centre and an improved visitor experience at the Perth Observatory in Bickley. 
That could become an iconic visitor destination, if it were marketed well. It would bring together 60 000 years of 
looking at the night sky along with, let us say, 200 years of navigation to this neck of the woods on wooden ships 
with sextants. I think there is an intersect between the science of our Indigenous community and that of our more 
recent arrivals. An argument could be mounted for the improved access and management of the Zig Zag Scenic Drive 
and adjoining national park, and improved visitor amenities. There is an argument for the funding of an upgrade 
of Kalamunda Water Park and certainly an argument for the upgrade of the Stoneville Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
fire station and training facility—to name but a few. 

I have a couple of minutes to go. I am interested also in engaging further with the community about ways in 
which the government can secure the future of the Perth hills, and to preserve the hills and its communities from 
incompatible development. I could have made comments on public transport, but I will leave that for another day. 
I want to return to where I began and say this: I am deeply appreciative of the work members of my campaign 
team and a host of volunteers brought to the campaign not only in 2017, but also repeated in 2021. I wish to thank 
particularly Hon Dave Kelly, my campaign director; Luke Clark, my campaign manager; Lorna Harper, MLC-elect; 
Nancy Reed; Brodie Park; and Nigel Dickinson for their combined efforts as part of the core of my campaign team. 
On the ground, we were enthusiastically supported by the Zig Zag branch members whom I mentioned earlier, but 
I particularly would like to thank Ben Zuber, Howard Watts, Chris Brown, John Walker, John Reed, and Marcia and 
Ray Maher. I am particularly indebted to the United Workers Union for its practical contribution, and to Tim Picton, 
Ellie Whiteaker and the WA Labor central headquarters team for direction in the 2021 campaign. 
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I am particularly grateful for the support and encouragement of my family, particularly my wife and her wise 
counsel—that is, Christine—who, despite undergoing major surgery in the weeks before the 13 March election, was 
out on the pre-poll booth in Midland and the Darlington booth on election day, setting up and coordinating support 
for polling booth workers. I am constantly amazed by her resilience and capacity for hard work and her unstinting 
support of me on what is a second career. 
In conclusion, congratulations to the McGowan Labor government. It did much to restore faith in government in 
this state in its first term, and it has been repaid magnificently for the 2021 election. I am humbled to have been given 
the opportunity to have been re-elected as a member of the forty-first Parliament. The people of Western Australia 
will not be disappointed in me, nor will they be disappointed in the second-term Labor government. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr S.J. Price. 
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